
Page 1 

St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 
Confirmation Sunday  

20 June 2021      8:00 and 10:30 A.M. 
 

Welcome!   We are delighted you chose to spend this time 

here today.  We are a Christ-centered fellowship of believers 

from many backgrounds and from all ages.  We want to make 

a difference in our world by sharing the message of God’s 

love with as many people as possible. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

We love babies in worship too because our Savior said, “Let 

the little children come to me.”  When babies need to cry 

loudly, the Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a 

good place for them to let it all out.  Then come back so we 

can all worship together. 

   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 

service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  You may find a 

ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 

 
Pre-Worship Prayer: —Nikolaus Selnecker 

Let me be Yours forever, my faithful God and Lord; 
Let me forsake You never nor wander from Your Word. 
Lord, do not let me waiver but give me steadfastness, 
And for such grace and favor Your holy name I’ll bless. 
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Lord Jesus, my Salvation, my Light my Life divine, 
My only Consolation, to You I all resign, 
For You have dearly bought me with blood and bitter pain. 
Let me, since You have sought me, eternal life obtain. 

O gracious Holy Spirit, my Comforter and Guide, 
Grant that in Jesus’ merit I always may confide, 
Him to the end confessing whom I have known by faith 
Give me Your constant blessing and grant a Christian death. 

 

The Lord Serves His People 
 

Bells and Procession of Confirmands 

For an explanation of the procession and other symbolic acts used in 

this Confirmation service, see page 12 of this service folder. 

 

Introductory Comments 

 
Invocation and Call to Worship 
Pastor:  At your baptism the sign of the cross was made over your head 

and again over your heart signifying that you had been redeemed by 

Christ the crucified.  As the life-giving and faith-strengthening 

words spoken at your baptism are now repeated, receive again the 

sign of the cross.  In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen.  God saved us, not because of anything 

we have done, but because of His great mercy [see Titus 3:5].  

Come, let us worship the Lord with joy! 

 

Hymn (Tune: CW538) 

1. Jesus, our joy, our treasure, our Lord, our strength, our might, 

This is a day of pleasure, it gives us great delight! 

You’ve trained in Bible knowledge our youths so that they may 

Taste of Your tender mercy this Confirmation Day. 
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2. They’ve studied Holy Scripture, of Jesus’ life and death, 
They know that God their Father grants all both life and breath. 

Their parents, pastors, teachers have guided them till now 

They stand before Your altar to pledge their sacred vow. 

3. Although the world is evil with chaos, war, and strife, 

We promised to be faithful to You throughout our life. 

When Satan comes to offer temptations near and far, 

Help us each day remember whose blessed sheep we are. 

4. We are Your dear disciples, like Peter long ago. 
Like him, we too, may falter.  Then, Christ, Your mercy show. 

Help us recall Your teachings, Your Word, so that we may 

Be steadfast till Your coming on the great Judgment Day. 
 

Worship Dialog 
P: Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock 

of our salvation! (Psalm 95:1) 

C: I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my 

Savior. (Habakkuk 3:18) 
P: Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  (Philippians 4:4) 

C: We have no greater joy than to hear that our children are 

walking in the truth. (see 3 John 4) (see Galatians 3:26-27) 
P: You are all God’s children by believing in Christ Jesus, because all 

of you who were baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ. 

C: It is as Jesus said: if we hold to His teachings, we are 

really His disciples.  Then we will know the truth, and the 

truth will set us free. (see John 8:31-32) 
P: Yet your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 

for someone to devour.  So if you think you are standing firm, be 

careful that you don’t fall!  (see 1 Peter 5:8, 1 Corinthians 10:12) 

C: If the LORD had not been on our side when the enemies 

attacked us, they would have swallowed us alive.  Praise 

be to the LORD!  The snare has been broken and we have 

escaped. (from Psalm 124) 
P: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, 
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and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. (see 

Hebrews 12:1-2) 

C: Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He 

who promised is faithful. (Hebrews 10:23) 
P: From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  (2 Timothy 

3:15) 

C: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.  I 

have taken an oath and confirmed it.  My heart is set on 

keeping Your decrees to the very end.  (Psalm 119:105,106,112) 
P: May He who began His good work in you carry it on to completion 

until the day of Jesus Christ.  (see Philippians 1:6) 

♫♪ (sing)    (tune: CW405) 

My God, accept my heart this day and make it e’er Your throne 
That I from You no more may stray but make Your house my home. 

Divine Instructor, gracious Lord, oh, be forever near; 

Teach me to love Your sacred Word and see my Savior here. 

 
Prayer of the Day for Confirmation 

P: Triune God, only because You are faithful to us can we promise to 

be faithful to You.  You are the beginning, the middle, and the end of 

our rescue from sin.  Now that You have brought us to faith in Jesus, 

You want us to work with You as You lead us to live holy lives.  

Whenever we make promises to You, help us remember that You are 

the strength behind everything good we do. 

C: Hear us for Jesus’ sake, since He is alive and is reigning 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
♫♪ (sing)    (tune: CW405) 

A faith that shines more bright & clear when tempests rage without 

That, when in danger, knows no fear in darkness feels no doubt… 

Lord, give us such a faith as this, and then, whate’er may come, 

We’ll taste e’en now the hallowed bliss of our eternal home. 
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Old Testament Lesson Ezekiel 17:22-24 
22This is what the Sovereign LORD says: “I myself will take a 
shoot from the very top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a 

tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and 
lofty mountain. 23On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant 

it; it will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid 

cedar.  Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter 

in the shade of its branches. 24All the trees of the field will 

know that I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make the 

low tree grow tall.  I dry up the green tree and make the dry 

tree flourish.  I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.” 

P: Let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy. 

C: Spread your protection over them, that those who love 

your name may rejoice in you.  [Psalm 5:11] 

 
Psalm of the Day  Psalm 122 (CWS)   See next page  

 
Epistle Lesson Colossians 1:3-8 
3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

when we pray for you, 4because we have heard of your faith in 

Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints— 5the 

faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for 

you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the 

word of truth, the gospel 6that has come to you.  All over the 

world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has 

been doing among you since the day you heard it and 

understood God’s grace in all its truth. 7You learned it from 

Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of 

Christ on our behalf, 8and who also told us of your love in the 

Spirit. 

P: You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
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Verse of the Day  see 2 Peter 3:17-18 

P: Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  Be on your guard so that you are not led away 

by the error of people who don’t know God’s Word.  You don’t want to fall 

from your secure position. 

C: But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory!  Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Mark 4:26-34 
26He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like.  A man 

scatters seed on the ground. 27Night and day, whether he sleeps 

or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know 

how. 28All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then 

the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29As soon as the grain 

is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”  
30Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, 

or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31It is like a mustard 

seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground. 32Yet 

when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden 

plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch 

in its shade.” 33With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word 

to them, as much as they could understand. 34He did not say 

anything to them without using a parable.  But when he was 

alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to Christ! 
 

Hymn of the Day #280 (stanzas 1,3,5) 
 

Sermon 1 John 2:24-25,28 
24See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in 

you.  If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father.  
25And this is what he promised us—even eternal life.  28And 

now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we 

may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 

Continue in Jesus 
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♫♪ Congregational Response  (tune: CW469*) 

Take my life and let it be   consecrated Lord to Thee. 
Take my moments & my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move  at the impulse of Thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be   swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing   always, only for my King. 

Take my lips and let them be  filled with messages from Thee. 

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect and use   ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart—it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour   at Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be   ever only all for Thee. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, And 

lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
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descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty.  From there He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Rite of Confirmation for Emily Marie Heitman 

 Sadie Emma Sanders 

 Ethan James Stehr 
 

A Congregational Blessing Hymn #597 
 

Blessing  
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  The LORD make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you.  The LORD look upon you with 

His favor and grant you His peace.  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

C: Amen.  The LORD gives strength to His people; the LORD 

blesses His people with peace. [Psalm 29:11] 

 

Hymn #332* (stanzas 1-3) 
 

Acknowledgements 
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 

1984 International Bible Society.  Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. 

“Let Me be Yours Forever” from CW #596, German words: st 1 by Nikolaus Selnecker, st 2-3 

Gesangbuch Rudolphstadt, tr. by Matthias Loy, alt, in the public domain. 

“Jesus, Our Joy, Our Treasure,” source unknown. 

“My God, Accept My Heart This Day” from TLH#336:1, words by Matthew Bridges, in the 

public domain. 

“Divine Instructor, Gracious Lord” from TLH#284:6, words by Ann Steele, in the public 

domain. 

“A Faith that Shines,” CW#405:4,6, words by William H. Bathurst, in the public domain. 

“Psalm 122,” from CWS.  Music by Raymond Hahn, © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-710356. 

“Take My Life and Let It Be” from CW#469, words by Frances R. Havergal. in the public domain 
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Symbolic Acts in This Service 

Tolling of Bells   is a musical way to solemnly say, “Pay 

attention.  Something important is about to happen!” 

Procession   reminds confirmands that they are approaching 

God Himself to make their promises.  Does this sound scary?  

Ominous?  (see ‘White Robe’) 

White Robe   reminds confirmands that God has covered 

them with the robe of Christ’s righteousness, so that they look 

pure and holy in God’s sight for Jesus’ sake.  To the faithful 

God who declares them “not guilty” they are promising to 

remain faithful.  So the white robe reminds them to approach 

God with confidence because He is merciful. 

Public Handshake   a common way to express love and the 

acceptance of the terms of an agreement.  What could be 

better than Christian love?  What could be a more important 

agreement than publicly accepting the responsibilities of a 

follower (disciple) of Christ? 

Bible Passage   one that has particular meaning or special 

message for each confirmand.  It points to something 

important for the faith of the confirmand. 

Laying on of Hands (lifting one’s hands over others)  an 

ancient way of conveying a blessing from God. 

 
Proverbs of the Week 

He who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at home among 

the wise.  He who ignores discipline despises himself, but 

whoever heeds correction gains understanding. (Prov 15:31-32) 

Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will 

succeed.  The LORD works out everything for his own ends. 
(Proverbs 16:3-4a) 
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In their heart people plans their course, but the LORD 

determines their steps. (Proverbs 16:9) 

How much better to get wisdom than gold, to choose 

understanding rather than silver! (Proverbs 16:16) 

Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. 
(Proverbs 16:18) 

Better to be lowly in spirit and among the oppressed than to 

share plunder with the proud. (Proverbs 16:19) 

Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and blessed are 

they who trust in the LORD. (Proverbs 16:20) 

The appetite of those who labor works for him; their hunger 

drives them on. (Proverbs 16:26) 
 

 

SERVING THE LORD AND US 
June 20, 2021 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Bob Wolff                    Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for June:  Marilee Hinck and Renee Hinck 
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK-3 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK-4 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance 
153; plus all who watch the worship video or read the worship materials 

Memorials:  

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk  

or by email or U.S. Mail. 

 

SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING   will be held Wednesday, June 23 
at 7:00 PM to call a Pre-K 3 teacher. 
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BIRTHDAYS this week are; Benjamin Schulz, Judy Lortscher, 
Randy Hinck, Sue Long, Natalee Olson, Emily Heitman, Mark Dose, 
Brody Knudsen, Beth Kae Cordes, Clara Luhmann, Kathleen Njos-
Pruter, Marvin Fick. Please send corrections and additions to the 
office Monday - Thursday, 8 am - 3 pm at 345-3523 or email 
office@stjohnslakecity.com. 
 

Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
June 20, 2021 – June 27, 2021 

Sunday—Confirmation Sunday 
  8:00 AM  Worship service 

  8:00 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 
  9:15 AM  Adult Bible Study 
10:30 AM  Worship service 

10:30 AM  Rebroadcast of 8 AM 
service on ch 18 or 13 

11:30 AM  Cake reception for our 
confirmands in our 
fellowship hall 

 

Monday  
   5:00 PM  Jesus Cares service 
   6:00 PM  SJPTA Meeting 
   6:30 PM  Woman’s Evening Bible 

Study 
 

Tuesday 
   7:00 PM  Evangelism Team mtg 
 

Wednesday  
  7:00 PM  Special voters meeting 

  7:00 PM  Rebroadcast of Sunday 

 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
 

Sunday – Last Sunday Offering 
Helping Hands Fund 

  8:00 AM  Worship w/ Communion 

  8:00 AM  Live-stream on 
YouTube 

  9:15 AM  Adult Bible Study 
10:30 AM  Worship w/ Communion 

10:30 AM  Rebroadcast of 8 AM 
service on ch 18 or 13 

 

JESUS CARES Services Resumes -- After not being able to 
have in-person Jesus Cares Services since March of 2020, by God's 
grace we are planning to have a "live" and in-person service on 
Monday, June 21.  We intend to meet on the third Monday of 
each month at 5:00 p.m. for a Worship at the Cross service.  We 
were able to have only a few services during the pandemic via 
DVDs.  Anyone is welcome to attend.  For more information, 
contact Bob Wolff at 345-4091. 

 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
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STUDY THE BIBLE after worship today.  Stay and feed 
your faith even more.  (No expertise necessary!)  We meet in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Bible study finishes at 10:10. 
 

WHAT IS LSO?  Last Sunday Offering.  St. John’s has a long 
history of supporting a number of ministries besides our own.  
Those who have a special place in their heart for these ministries 
can use the envelope provided in the worship folder on the last 
Sunday of each month to give a special gift.  The LSO for JUNE 
goes over and above our support for our gospel ministry.  St. 
John's Helping Hands Fund is used to help neighbors in need, 
mostly local, sometimes members because we take care of our 
own.  The dollars are used carefully so as to help without creating 
dependency. 
 

WATER SKI DAYS is a great opportunity for the people of 
Lake City to celebrate its history as we welcome relatives, 
friends, and visitors to our great community.  There will be a 
children’s penny hunt Saturday here at St. John’s for children 
ages 6 and under.  Sunday is the parade and you are welcome 
to walk with the float.  During the parade, wave at our 
group/float as it passes you by.  For answers to your 
questions, here are your contact people in each division.  
Float: David Zabel.  Penny Hunt: Molly Ring/Katie Siverly. 
 

VETERANS  Al Holtan and Judy Lortscher would like to 
update our fellowship hall display of St. John’s members who 
served in the armed forces.  This includes living veterans and 
those who have passed.  You may use the ministry cards in 
the pew racks to pass along a name through our church 
office, or you may contact Al directly.  (651) 564-0895.   
lovesnow1946@gmail.com 

mailto:lovesnow1946@gmail.com


Page 14 

DID YOU KNOW that St. John’s belongs to a group of 
about 1250 congregations?  This group is known as the WELS, 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  ‘Synod’ means 
‘walking together,’ or a ‘group that walks together.’  Our 
Synod is known as a ‘confessional Lutheran church body’ 
because our congregations work hard at maintaining unity 
with each other.  Our unity is based on what the Bible 
teaches.  Because many churches say they follow the Bible, 
we explain what we mean in The Lutheran Confessions, six 
documents in which we confess what we believe.  We work 
hard at sticking with the unchanging Word of God and 
applying it lovingly to ever-changing circumstances so that 
Jesus is proclaimed as Savior of all sinners and so that we may 
continually take up the challenge of showing love to 
everyone. 
 

The WELS is not alone.  There are more than 30 other 
confessional Lutheran church bodies around the world who 
have joined together to form the CELC, Confessional 
Evangelical Lutheran Conference.  Representatives of these 
30+ church bodies meet once every three years to encourage 
each other.  This encouragement is helpful for the smaller 
and the newer church bodies but also for the larger and older 
church bodies.  Everyone benefits as we all try to walk 
together in Christ. 

 

CELC was supposed to meet in Seoul, South Korea in 
2020.  That meeting did not happen because of the 
pandemic, but our churches in Seoul get to host a CELC 
meeting in 2023.  In the meantime representatives of the 30+ 
churches are meeting this summer by internet two days per 
week for three weeks. 
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BE A GREETER   Greeters are needed this Sunday, June 20 for 
both the 8 AM and 10:30 AM services. There are sign-up sheets 
outside the office if you are interested. You can also contact Shari 
Schumacher or Joanne Sievers for more information.  
 

How Can I Get the Most out of Worship?  Go to bed early 
on Saturday nights.  On the way to church ask God to open your 
heart and mind so His Word sinks deep inside you.  Visit the 
restroom before worship, or wait until after worship (unless 
you’re about to have an accident).  If you’re in the worship area 
before worship starts, be aware that loud talking will make it 
difficult for others to prepare their minds and hearts for 
worship.  If you arrive after the service has started, come into 
the worship area during a singing time, not a speaking time.  
This way you won’t distract those who are trying to listen.  Bring 
your heart and your lips into God’s house.  Look at the words 
when it’s time to talk or sing.  Look at the pastor when it’s time 
to listen.  Fold your hands and close your eyes during prayer.  
Try to take home at least one thing you heard or read, and think 
about it during the week. 

   
DID YOU KNOW?  Only 25% of Christians in America have read 

the New Testament.  Imagine that!  Followers of Jesus not really 
knowing for themselves what Jesus actually taught!  Our pastor 
has provided a Daily Bible Reading Guide on green half sheets at 
the information desk near the church office.  This DBRG will take a 
person through all the core chapters of the Bible in one year, 
including the whole New Testament.  What blessings would the 
Lord pour out on this congregation if each member were to read 
two chapters of the Bible every day?  “But I don’t read well.”  No 
problem.  You can listen to the Bible.  Purchase the Bible on CD or 
on MP3 disk from www.faithcomesbyhearing.com.  800-545-6552 
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Do you love sharing Jesus with 
young children? 

 

The Roots to Wings Learning Center in Lake 
City, MN is looking for a classroom aide for 

the 2021-2022 school year! 
 

Interested applicants will: 

 Work approx. 20 hours per week in our 
state licensed preschool/childcare center 

 Participate in an active 4K classroom 
setting 

 Complete a background check and 
fingerprinting 

 Display a positive Christian attitude 
 

No prior classroom experience needed! 

If interested, please email Jamie Fischer at 
rtw@stjohnslakecity.com for details! 

mailto:rtw@stjohnslakecity.com

